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FIVE SENTENCE COMBINING OPTIONS 

A simple sentence may be defined as a subject, a verb, and one idea. A subject names 

who (John) or what (traveling in Europe) the sentence is about. A verb expresses an 

action (swim, think) or a state of being (is, become). To create college-level writing, 

students need to combine simple sentences frequently; the following options provide 

five formats for doing this.  

   

Option 1: Simple Sentence + Comma + Key Word + Simple Sentence.  The key 

words (coordinating conjunctions) are as follows: and, but, for, nor, or, so, yet. 

Example: John (S) made (V) a basket, and he (S) is (V) a good basketball player. 

Option 2: Simple Sentence + Semicolon (;) + Simple Sentence.  Example: John (S) 

made (V) a basket; he (S) is (V) a good basketball player.  

Option 3: Simple Sentence + Semicolon + Key Word + Comma + Simple 

Sentence.  The key words (conjunctive adverbs) are as follows: consequently, 

furthermore, however, indeed, in fact, moreover, nevertheless, then, 

therefore.  Example: John (S) made (V) a basket; indeed, he (S) is (V) a good 

basketball player. 

Option 4: Simple Sentence + Key Word + Simple Sentence.  The key words are as 

follows: after, although, as (as if) because, before, if, since, unless, until, when 

(whenever), whereas, while.  Example: John (S) made (V) a basket because he (S) is 

(V) a good basketball player. 

Option 5: Key Word + Simple Sentence + Comma + Simple Sentence.  The key 

words are as follows: after, although, as (as if) because, before, if, since, unless, until, 

when (whenever), whereas, while.  Example: Because John (S) is (V) a good 

basketball player, he (S) made (V) a basket. 

Please memorize the options above, including the key words.  Do this by making a 

3X5 card with the sentence patterns on the front and the key words on the 

back.  Then, complete the 5 Sentence Combing Options GLA in the TLC.  Finally, 

take the sentence-combining quiz. 
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